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• Name

• Department

• Year joined UC San Diego

• 2 words to describe your research/creative area of interest

Research and Creative Activities Program
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The Research and Creative Activities vision of the UC San Diego School of Arts and Humanities is to be a leader in 
innovative, interdisciplinary, and collaborative scholarship and art practice promoting the foundational, transferable and 
enduring values of the humanities and arts in an increasingly technological and global society. 
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Research Development

Research Development
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We are UC San Diego’s central research development unit, housed within the Office of Research and 
Innovation. Founded in 2008 as the Research Development Proposal Service, the recently renamed 
Research Development (RD) team helps PIs and their teams find and pursue funding opportunities, 
collaborate effectively, produce compelling proposals, and compete more successfully for research 
funding.

RD also manages the campus-wide process for limited submission funding opportunities and 
internal funding programs from the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation office.

https://research.ucsd.edu/
https://research.ucsd.edu/
https://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu/limited-submissions/index.html
https://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu/funding/internal.html


Research Development Team
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Research Development Services
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● Limited Submissions
○ For more information, visit the 

Limited Submissions page. 

https://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu/limited-submissions/index.html


Research Development Services
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● Funding Opportunity Identification and Promotion 

○ Funding Opportunity Database (Pivot-RP)
○ Research Development's Weekly Opportunities Outlook

■ Sign up on our homepage.

Research Development Services
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● Proposal Development Resources
○ RD Resource Library

■ Trainings, videos, event recordings
■ Templates, example proposals/documents, and tailored guidance
■ Curated funding opportunities lists and funding guides
■ Limited Submission program information
■ Subscription information and archive of the RD newsletters
■ Information about graphics support

Please note that resources are provided to support individual UC San Diego investigators and 
may not be distributed.

https://pivot.proquest.com/
https://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu/#subscription-form
https://ucsdcloud.sharepoint.com/sites/RA-RD


Research Development Services
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Visit the RD Website: researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu

12

Corporate and Foundation 
Relations

http://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu


Corporate and Foundation Relations Team
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Ashley Garcia  
Executive Director

Amanda Estrada 
Senior Director

Caitlin Kosec  
Director

Jack Huang    
Director

Kelli Fuhrman   
Senior Director

Patrick Coleman  
Director

Marisa Nolan  
Development Assistant

Foundation and Research Relations

Corporate Relations

Institutional Resources
Specialized Teams by Funding Source 
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Advancement  Office of Research and 
Innovation

 Corporate & 
Foundation Relations
• Professional 

Foundations
• Private Funding 

Entities
• Industry  

Development
• Individual Donors 
• Alumni
• Family Funds

Research Development
• Federal and State 

Agencies
• Limited Submissions 



Corporate Relations
The CR team sits at the intersection of research, talent, philanthropy, and strategic partnership with the 
mission to grow the total value of industry relationships.

Blue Notch Template15
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 Foundation Relations

CFR

Understanding Priorities to Align Funding Interest with Impactful Research



How We Support Your Success
🔍 Opportunity Intelligence

• Curate and share targeted foundation funding opportunities; partner with RD on Limited Submissions 

• Monitor the foundation landscape to identify emerging trends and new funders

• Qualify prospects to ensure strong institutional fit

🎯 Strategic Proposal Development

• Align ideas with funder priorities and bring researchers together

• Edit and refine compelling letters of interest and full proposals to strengthen competitive positioning

• Prepare for interviews/meetings as part of the competitive process

🤝 Foundation Relationship Management

• Serve as liaison to foundation personnel and university leadership

• Advise on effective approach strategies for foundation funders, strategy development for non-competitive opportunities

• Coordinate site visits and guide communication throughout the funding cycle

📊 Comprehensive Support

• Pre-Award: Collaborate with research admins/business office, Sponsored Projects Office on proposal logistics; navigate gift vs 
grant opportunities

• Post-Award: Facilitate reporting questions and updates to foundations and ongoing stewardship 
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Foundations and Early-Career Funding

Mellon Foundation – New Directions Fellowship

William T. Grant Foundation – Scholars Program

Carnegie Corporation - Fellows Program  

All three of these opportunities are limited submission with specific eligibility requirements 
that require careful review and internal coordination.
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https://www.mellon.org/article/new-directions-fellowships
https://wtgrantfoundation.org/funding/william-t-grant-scholars-program
https://www.carnegie.org/awards/award/andrew-carnegie-fellows/


CFR Resources 

Review Open Funding Opportunities:

Upcoming Corporate and Foundation Funding Opportunities

Contact Us:

CFR@ucsd.edu 
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Planning Ahead

https://cfr.ucsd.edu/funding-opportunities/upcoming-foundation-funding-opportunities.html
mailto:CFR@ucsd.edu


Planning Ahead

21

• Proactive vs. Reactive
• Create a grant timeline to align with your professional development and research 

goals

• Identify trends in funding such as:

• Artificial Intelligence and emerging technologies

• Public facing and community humanities

• Interdisciplinary and cross-sector projects

Planning Ahead
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• Know what you’re looking for: 

• Research and collaborations

• Artistic Production

• Digital Projects

• Residencies

• Fellowships

• Publications

• Events (conferences, seminars, workshops, 
meetings)

• Travel

• Prizes



Planning Ahead
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• Consider what is needed to execute your project

• Time off (residencies, course buyouts)

• Staffing (GSR, admin support, consultant)

• Travel 

• Materials (equipment, access to facilities, shared resources)

24

Funding 101



Funding 101
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• What is a PI?

• RFP: Request for Proposal

• Letter of Intent (LOI)/Letter of Inquiry

• SPO: Sponsored Projects Office

• Also known as Office of Contracts & Grants (OCGA)

• Indirect Costs

• What is a Kuali Record?

• What is a COI Form?

Funding 101
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• Internal opportunities

• UC System

• UC San Diego

• Departments

• External Opportunities

• Government/Federal

• Foundations

• Corporations

• Other Organizations/Societies 
(museums, professional organizations, 
etc.)

https://blink.ucsd.edu/research/sra/preparing-proposals/budgets/indirect.html#understanding-idc


Funding 101 
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• How to find funding:

• Individual appointments and group meetings to discuss faculty research, projects, and 
possible funding 

• Search engines: PIVOT, C/FR funding lists, and Grants.gov

• List Serves:  Philanthropy News Digest (PND), RD Weekly Opportunities Outlook, RCA 
Digest, NEH Emails, NEA Emails

• Opportunities via various email announcements

Campus Funding for Faculty
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• ORA Subventions for Scholarly Publications

• First Year and Senior Seminar Research Funds

• Initiative for Digital Exploration of Arts and Sciences 
(IDEAS)

• Academic Senate Research Grant
Due in October

• Academic Senate Bridge Funding 
Due in October

• Academic Senate Travel grant

• Inter-Campus Exchange Program

• Hellman Fellowships

https://pivot.proquest.com/session/login
https://cfr.ucsd.edu/funding-opportunities/upcoming-foundation-funding-opportunities.html
http://grants.gov
https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/funding-lists.html
https://candid.org/newsletters/
https://researchdevelopment.ucsd.edu/#subscription-form
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNEH/subscriber/new
https://www.arts.gov/sign-up-for-updates
https://blink.ucsd.edu/research/finding-funding/subventions.html
https://undergrad.ucsd.edu/academics/ug-seminars/first-year-and-senior-seminars.html
https://ideas.ucsd.edu/call-for-proposals/
https://ideas.ucsd.edu/call-for-proposals/
https://senate.ucsd.edu/grants-awards/grant-funding/general-campus-research/
https://senate.ucsd.edu/grants-awards/grant-funding/general-campus-bridge/
https://senate.ucsd.edu/grants-awards/grant-funding/general-campus-travel/
https://senate.ucsd.edu/grants-awards/grant-funding/general-campus-intercampus-exchange/
https://evc.ucsd.edu/resources/hellman-fellowship-program.html


Upcoming External Funding Opportunities
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• Due June 15, 2026 - Nominations for the Holberg Prize

• Due: June 25, 2026 National Endowment for the Humanities - Media Projects

• Due: July 9, 2026 National Endowment for the Arts - Grants for Arts Projects

• Due August 1, 2026 Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation - Distinguished Scholars Award

• Due September 1, 2026 Kress Foundation - History of Art Grants

• Due September 1, 2026 Kress Foundation - Art Conservation Grants

• Due September 1, 2026 Andy Warhol Foundation for Visual Arts - Curatorial Research 
Fellowships

• Due December 2026 (Tentative) Chicken & Egg Films Research and Development Grants
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Key Takeaways

https://holbergprize.org/the-nomination-process/nominations-for-holbergprize/
https://www.neh.gov/program/media-projects
https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects
https://live-harryfrankguggenheim.pantheonsite.io/distinguished-scholars/
https://www.kressfoundation.org/Programs/Grants/History-of-Art
https://www.kressfoundation.org/Programs/Grants/Conservation
https://warholfoundation.org/grants/application-guidelines/curatorial-research-fellowships/
https://warholfoundation.org/grants/application-guidelines/curatorial-research-fellowships/
https://chickeneggfilms.org/programs/research-and-development-grant


Key Takeaways
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• You’ve identified an opportunity you’d like to apply for, now what? 

• Inform your CAO and the Dean’s Office when applying for grants

• Department must be consulted if time off is requested (course buyout, sabbaticals)

• Work with a budget officer to build your budget (salary + benefits, GSR rates, 
cost-share, calculate indirect costs)

• Consider internal deadlines (limited submission, SPO) and prepare to receive feedback 
or corrections on your proposal.
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15 Minute Break



Discussion Panel
Katherine Levy, Institute of Arts and Humanities 
Dr. Mysia Anderson-White, Theatre and Dance
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Resources
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• Faculty Submission Roadmap and Checklist

• Research and Creative Activities Website: artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/

• Curated Lists

• Calendars

• Pivot

• Books

• How to Get Grant Money in the Humanities and Social Sciences by Raphael B. Folsom

• The Artist's Guide to Grant Writing: How to Find Funds and Write Foolproof Proposals for the 
Visual, Literary, and Performing Artist by Gigi Rosenberg

https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/index.html#faculty-submission-roadmap-and-checklist
http://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/
http://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/
https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/funding-lists.html
https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/calendar.html
https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding/pivot-rp.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv8jnzxh
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/201154/the-artists-guide-to-grant-writing-by-gigi-rosenberg/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/201154/the-artists-guide-to-grant-writing-by-gigi-rosenberg/
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Thank You
Visit the Research and Creative Activities Website

https://artsandhumanities.ucsd.edu/resources/research-funding

Contact Monica at moa002@ucsd.edu


